AppL No. 10/517,033 7831.1019 

Amdt. dated June 13, 2006 

Response to Office Action of January 13, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) Root canal instrument (1), which includes a metallic needle part (3) 
for working the tooth and a gripping end (2) attached to the upper end of the needle part 
to serve as a handle, wherein the outer surface of the gripping end (2) is substantially 
continuous, that the coefficient of fiiction of at least the material used in the outer surface 
of the gripping end is higher than th e co e fficient of jfriction of m e tal and polyphenylen e 
sulphid e which hav e typically b ee n us e d in gripping e nds of root canal instrum e nts OA, 
determined as a coefficient of kinetic fiiction and with steel as a material pain and that 
the hardness of at least the material used in the outer surface of the gripping end as well 
as the thickness of this material layer are so chosen that the shape of the gripping end (2) 
is recoverably deformable between fingers. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) Root canal instrument according to claim 2 i, wherein the 
aforesaid coefficient of fiiction of the material of the outer surface of the gripping end (2) 
is within the range of about 0.5. . .0.8. 

4. (Previously Presented) Root canal instrument according to claim 1, wherein the gripping 
end (2) is made of a homogeneous material. 
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5. (Currently Amended) Root canal instrument according to claim 1, wherein the gripping 
end (2), or at least its surface layer, is made of an elastomer having a hardness in the 
range of 10. . .95 Shore A, pref e rably in th e range of 30...95, suitably in the range of 
50...85 and most suitably about 60...70 Shore A . 

6. (Previously Presented) Root canal instrument according to claim 1, wherein the gripping 
end (2) has a surface layer (9), imder which there is at least one layer of some other 
material. 

7. (Currently Amended) Root canal instrument according to claim 6, wherein the said 
surface layer (9) is thin, in which cas e it and has a som e what lower hardness, preferably 
about 5 ... 10 units Shor e A low e r than the hardness of the other portion of said gripping 
end (2) made of a homog e n e ous mat e rial . 

8. (New) Root canal instrument according to claim 3, wherein said coefficient of fiiction of 
the material of the outer surface of the gripping end (2) is within the range of 0.7. . .0.8. 

9. (New) Root canal instrument according to claim 5, wherein the gripping end (2), or at 
least its surface layer, is made of an elastomer having a hardness in the range of 30...95 
Shore A. 

10. (New) Root canal instrument according to claim 5, wherein the gripping end (2), or at 
least its surface layer, is made of an elastomer having a hardness in the range of 50.. .85 
Shore A. 
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1 1 . (New) Root canal instrument according to claim 5, wherein the gripping end (2), or at 
least its surface layer, is made of an elastomer having a hardness in the range of 60.. .70 
Shore A. 

12. (New) Root canal instrument according to claim 7, wherein said surface layer (9) has a 
lower hardness than the hardness of the other portion of said gripping end (2) by 5 ... 10 
units Shore A. 
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